Mapping AUV Project Meeting

21 September 2004

Attending:

Dave Caress, Hans Thomas, Rich Henthorn, Paul McGill, Rob McEwen, Duane Thompson

1. Vehicle Status:

a. The refurbishing of the Edgetech staves will take longer than originally thought because of retooling, but the cables will have better splices. We should get them back by October 22.

b. No changes with respect to Reson.

c. Forward junction box – new switch installed, assembly proceeding.

d. Rich will be starting work on the acoustic modem software.

e. Batteries

i. Three batteries on-line (one can be fixed), but two are starting to bulge.

ii. Need to look to Bluefin for a another replacement.

iii. Still need to have Bluefin ship out the burned battery.

iv. Will get Seacon working on cable for Eagle Picher battery.

f. Integration with Ventana

i. Power can

1. Power can needs some additional mounting holes.

2. Needed heat sinks will be here this week.

3. Assembly starting this week.

ii. Marko working with Hans to generate drawings for mounting brackets for putting AUV into the cable laying toolsled. Should be water jetting brackets in a couple of weeks.

iii. The Ethernet link on Ventana seems to be working fine.

iv. May need cable to reach the flat receive array – check this week.

v. Would be nice to integrate Ventana USBL data into the INS for aided nav. However, this is not a high priority for the November tests.

2. Proposals

a. Working on quote for seagoing van.

i. Working with Bob McCabe at WHOI.

b. Adding 6000 m rated Bluefin antenna to Seafloor Mapping proposal budget.

c. Haven’t got MT responses to phase I yet.

3. We may or may not use the Zephyr days in October - that week conflicts with the schedule for the Reson delivery. We're not deciding until the timing of the Reson delivery is more certain. 

a. Getting obstacle avoidance sonar data is a priority, but we need to work around the multibeam delivery.

5 Lobos days, 19 Zephyr days:

1. Zephyr April 28, 29: 



AUV tests 
2. Zephyr May 6, 11: 



AUV tests 

3. Zephyr June 3: 




AUV tests with Edgetech  sonars

4. Zephyr June 22, 23, 24: 


AUV tests with Edgetech  sonars

5. Zephyr July 19, 20, 21, 22, 23
6. Zephyr - October 12, 13, 14, 15

AUV tests (acoustic modem, sidescan, etc)

7. Lobos November 12, 15, 16, 17, 18

ROV Ventana multibeam testing

8. Zephyr - November 22, 23






Note: the above includes days allocated to Charlie Paull for surveys.

