Milestones

Unattended Operations CTD_AUV


Flyaway Operations MAUV


Approx number of km surveyed

Mars cable site survey

Davidson Seamount survey CTD_AUV

Santa Monica Basin survey MAUV

Davidson Seamount survey MAUV

MB06 CTD_AUV surveys

Western Flier MAUV survey

RV Thompson MAUV survey

Navy Site survey

2006 was a productive year for DMO AUV Operations.  Team Dorado began unattended operations with the Dorado CTD_AUV, thanks to Short Burst Data messages reporting position and battery status via the Iridium Satellite system.  D. Allan B, the Mapping AUV was operated from the Western Flier and from the RV Thompson, out of Seattle, using borrowed Launch and Recovery equipment.

In April, the Mapper produced seafloor images for the MARS cable site.
We did two surveys of the Davidson Seamount, one with the CTD_AUV in May, and one with the Mapper, in July.

The Zephyr and Team Dorado took the D. Allan B down to the Santa Monica Basin for a hydrate ridge survey in June.  We were accompanied by MBARI scientists from the Geology department, who worked on each day’s data throughout the nights.  Also on the trip was a scientist from the USGS who has studied the hydrate ridge for many years.

In August, the D. Allan B did mapping surveys from the Western Flier out of Newport, Oregon.  The CTD_AUV ran almost daily inside and to the north of Monterey Bay during MB06.

The mapping AUV was transported from Newport OR to Seattle, where it was loaded onto the RV Thompson, and performed surveys from late August into early September.

In mid-November, the D. Allen B. performed mapping surveys off of the Zephyr of a site approximately 90 miles west of the Channel Islands for the Navy.

