[image: image1.jpg]MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM RESEARCH INSTITUTE





To:
Congressman Sam Farr


100 West Alisal Street


Salinas, CA 93901

From:
Chris Scholin


President & CEO, Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute

7700 Sandholdt Road

            Moss Landing, CA 95039-9644

Date: February 7, 2012

Re: Expediting of Temporary Export License Application

Dear Congressman Farr,

It has been a tremendous pleasure over the years to welcome you to MBARI and demonstrate to you firsthand the exciting research in ocean science and technology occurring in your district. We are in the midst right now of executing an exciting international research expedition to the Mexican waters of the Gulf of California. The Western Flyer will be working in the Gulf for almost three months performing dives using our tethered submersible Doc Ricketts. We are also deploying the research vessel Zephyr to operate our free-swimming robotic vehicle, the David Allen Bromley, which produces high-resolution three-dimensional maps of the seafloor. We have, however, encountered a requirement for a temporary export license for navigation equipment regulated under the International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR). The Directorate of Defense Trade Controls (DDTC), US State Department, implements these regulations. We are hoping that your office will assist us by expediting the processing of this license application by DDTC.

As part of our Institute’s commitment to be completely compliant with federal export regulations, we have recently hired a well-regarded consultant and completed an initial audit of export-controlled items. One item in particular, an inertial navigation system (INS), is regulated under ITAR. This item is critical to proper navigation of our robotic mapping vehicle. Unfortunately, the timing of our audit did not allow sufficient time for MBARI to register with DDTC as an exporter, as well as apply for a temporary export license. These filings can take several months to process, which would force us to cancel our work in the Gulf. This work is central to MBARI’s 2012 plans.

MBARI would appreciate any help your office might be able to offer in expediting the processing of this application. We fully understand and appreciate the need for proper controls and procedures in handling items controlled by the ITAR as well as other export control regulations. MBARI is working diligently to register with DDTC, as well as implement internal plans and procedures to achieve full export control compliance. In this instance, however, time is of the essence as we work to successfully execute a complex research program originally scheduled to have started this week.

We have been working with the vendor for this system (Kearfott Corporation, based in Little Falls, NJ), who filed a temporary export license application with DDTC to allow this navigation system to shipped Mexico for our use. This case officer at DDTC for this license application is Mr. David Aron, and he can be reached at (202) 663-2996. The assigned case number is 730036272.
Again, if you could help in expediting our receipt of this license it would be greatly appreciated.

Regards,

Chris Scholin.

[image: image2.jpg]7700 Sandholdr Road « PO Box 628 « Moss Landing CA o 95039-0628 o rtel: 831-775-1700 o fax: 831-775-1620 &






[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]