The Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) is continuing with the development of vehicle platforms for scientific research in deep water. The latest development is the Dorado autonomous underwater vehicle (AUV). Dorado has been under development over the last few years in a variety of configurations for specific science missions and is currently being updated to take it’s place in the MBARI fleet of operational assets. 
Dorado employs a modular section concept along the longitudinal axis with center sections of mid-body’s parallel wall tubing. The system is easily assembled and disassembled at specified joining rings. The system is 4500 meter capable in it’s basic forum and full ocean depth rated (6000 meters) when upgraded to handle the depth. There are a variety of scientific payloads available for these AUV systems. The Atlantic Layer Tracking Experiment (ALTEX) configuration is equipped with an integrated inertial navigation system (INS), Doppler velocity log (DVL) and dual science sensor package consisting of conductivity, temperature, and density.  The upward looking sonar can be replaced with a high resolution ice sonar for science missions requiring high accuracy. The long range 

The Dorado AUV is modular vehicle concept that is being used in industrial and science applications alike. The vehicle is considered a mid-size system at 21 inches in diameter and with a varying length of 9 feet to 20 feet. 

