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Questions Provided by the NSB Committee on 

Autonomous Vehicles in Support of Naval Operations

1.  RELIABILITY.  What can be done to improve unmanned vehicle (UV) reliability?  For example, what can be done to reduce UAV accident rates?

2.  INTEROPERABILITY.  What is your appraisal of the state of interoperability between UV systems within a given military service and between services?  What suggestions do you have for enhancing interoperability?

3.  COMBAT SURVIVABILITY.  UV survivability can be a key issue.  For example, a UAV combat shoot-down can cause denial of service at critical times and/or loss of a costly system.  What survivability-related efforts are underway at your company, either internally funded or covered by government contract?

4.  MORE RAPID INTRODUCTION OF UVs.  What is the principal impediment to more rapid introduction of UVs into the regular military force structure?

5.  R&D AND ACQUISITION.  What is your opinion of the DoD R&D/acquisition process as applied to UVs?  What changes would you recommend?

6.  ADDITIONAL UV MISSIONS.  Are there key military missions for which UVs appear well suited, but are as yet unexplored?
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