Mapping AUV Project Meeting

1 April 2003

Attending:

Dave Caress, Paul McGill, Mark Sibenac, Hans Thomas, Andy Hamilton,  Farley Shane, Rob McEwen,  Robert Furhman

1) Update on Bluefin – 

a. Bluefin dove to 500 m, but have not done full missions. They have collected some data. We have samples. Will leave Friday but come back in May. 

b. The Sonardyne tracking system looks good. They have directional acoustic modems working and tested that at 500 m depth.

c. The LARS is working, but may not be good for more than sea state 3. 

d. Bill met with Frank von Mierlo on Sunday. Batteries – guarantees that Bluefin will make good on batteries. On software summit – no answer.

e. Bill thinks we need to put a drop weight in the tail for safety – Bluefin has used drop weights three times to save the vehicle while they are here. They are using burn wire release.

f. Acoustic abort capability has been really important too.

2) Bill has done insurance paperwork with Pinto – cost estimated for just the payload hardware of $1 million.

3) Altex vehicle may be rebuilt for AOSN II.

4) Nav testing on Ventana this Thursday. Dives to RIN sites at 450 m and 180 m depths. Hans and TC are putting the Kearfott on the vehicle for testing.

5) PDR nose and midsection – we’ll do it at our normal meeting time in the second week of April – Tuesday April 8 - 10 am, surface commons. Andy and Farley.

6) What obstacle avoidance sonar? We already have a 6000 m Benthos PSA916D deep rated 225 kHz obstacle avoidance sonar.

7) No communication with Reson over past week. Our i/o module spec due to Reson on April 10.

8) Paul Chandler presented results from the acoustic tests in San Diego. The actuators produce considerable noise centered at 100 kHz.

