Mapping AUV Project Meeting

29 April 2003

Attending:

Dave Caress, Mark Sibenac, Farley Shane, Rob McEwen,  Richard Henthorn

1. Ventana dive on Monday

a. AUV Battery

i. A Bluefin 3.5 kWhr battery was placed next to a yardstick with one end fixed. The battery was monitored with video during descent to and ascent from 1000 m depth. The end of the battery moved 0.5 inch within the first 200 m depth and then remained static at greater depths. This is clear evidence that the battery shrunk under pressure, though we do not know if the compression is uniform.

b. Tested Kearfott

i. DVL lock held to 70 m altitude with Ventana hydraulics and 220 m with hydraulics off.

ii. We did two loops from a homer beacon with maximum ranges of about 350 m. The one we checked resulted in a 1 m error on return to the homer.

iii. The INS appears to be working. Analysis will be required to see if it meets spec.

2. Drawings for nose and midsection sent to CRP – quote for foam should come back this week. Bluefin should come back with quote for emergency drop weight system. Farley doing detail on nose drawings so they can go into the shop – some more to do here.

3. Quote for Linkquest modems should come back soon.

