Mapping AUV Project Meeting

8 May 2003

Attending:

Dave Caress, Paul McGill, Mark Sibenac, Farley Shane, Rob McEwen,  Andy Hamilton, Drew Gashler, Robert Fuhrman, Richard Henthorne, Bill Kirkwood, Paul Chandler

1. Battery learning curve with recent AUV ops.

a. Ongoing issues with sealing oil filled portion of Bluefin batteries.

b. Need a better seal. Also a couple of cases where the batteries bulged out (oil got in between two layers of urethane). 

c. Bluefin has been proactive about dealing with these issues. Bill says Frank von Mierlo said Bluefin will make good on the warranty after problems are resolved.

d. On last Tuesday’s mission both batteries were less balanced than Drew expected – one cell dropped below good voltage before the others.

e. Two multibeam batteries (2kWhr) had cells at 2.66 V and 3.01 V instead of 3.8 to 4.2 V. Permanent damage occurs below 2.60 V. Need to check  batteries at least once per week (new change to Bluefin documentation, used to say check every six months).

2. Nose and midbody foam quote – still waiting on CRP.

3. Bluefin quote for removable nose and shell

a. $30K for nose + rings + rails for both shells

b. Go ahead with this - will cut our ABS, ship to Bluefin.

4. Linkquest quote – includes modem at surface

a. $75K.

b. Questions about whether we need backup surface modem now.

c. Will look at this in detail next Tuesday.

5. The high accuracy 0.005% Parasci has arrived.

a. How to test?

6. Vacations etc.

a. Farley on vacation 5/9-5/21

b. Caress at sea 5/14-5/21

c. Chandler on vacation  5/16-6/11

7. Howzit on the Flyer Bill?

a. Tiburon showing lots of cumulative damage – showing it’s age – needs major retrofit.

b. Ship in good shape. 

