Mapping AUV Project Meeting

5 November 2003

Attending:

Dave Caress, Mark Sibenac, Hans Thomas, Paul McGill, Rob McEwen, Farley Shane, Andy Hamilton, Bill Kirkwood

1. Caress leaves a week from today – back December 21. His email on the Ewing will be made available as soon as he’s on the ship.

2. Caress will work with Dan Suchman to define trackable milestones in the next couple days.

3. Bill Kirkwood will be primary contact with Reson.

4. Hans will contact Wayne at Reson to define the functionality of the 6046 software to be delivered with the preliminary sonar electronics in December.

5. We have received the nose faring from Bluefin. 

a. Bluefin has concerns about fabrication of the tail section. 

b. The nose faring joints are a little rough – we will have one of the ME techs look at improving it.

6. Bill talked with Drew and Robert about how they can help us.

a. Asked to have Robert help do the internals on the MVC sphere. Drew and Robert indicated that they would help.

b. Bill has asked the program manager Dave Caress to make this formal with Steve Etchemendy.

7. Tail

a. Foam drawings for tailsection are being reviewed by CRP. 

b. Detail drawings will be done this week.

c. Kearfott bracket will be into the shop in a couple of days.

d. Need to check when the glass sphere will arrive.

e. Ti penetrator for glass sphere is in shop. If its not done when the sphere arrives, we will pressure test using other penetrator.

8. Nose

a. Nose foam will ship by next week.

9. Midsection 

a. Foam here a couple of weeks ago.

b. Andy is having the various small internal pieces fabricated.

c. Should be no problem to have the midsection built before the pressure housing with sonar electronics is delivered by Reson in mid-December.

10. Rich is starting to work on acoustic modem integration this week.

11. Sib is working on the design of the MVC power board – it’s taking longer than anticipated.

12. Calls from Bluefin

a. Bob Grieve – plan to come back out in December-January for more deep water testing

i. Will probably use the Shana Rae

b. New batteries with Toyo cells may be fielded soon.

i. Electrical performance is great.

ii. Problem with removable potting material being too compressible (Bill says I told you so…).

13. Navigation

a. Rob is starting to work on navigation and control software.

b. Existing code successfully builds on the new MVC stack

c. The stack is mvc-mb.shore.mbari.org

14. Hans, Rob, and Dave attended Nautronix USBL presentation yesterday – being considered for ROV navigation.

a. Spread spectrum USBL working

b. Not integrated with DVL, LBL etc.

c. $115K for full USBL solution

