Mapping AUV Project Meeting

11 November 2003

Attending:

Dave Caress, Mark Sibenac, Hans Thomas, Paul McGill, Rob McEwen, Farley Shane, Andy Hamilton, Bill Kirkwood, Drew Gashler, Rich Henthorn, Robert Furhmann

1. Caress leaves today – back December 21. His email on the Ewing will be caress@ewing.ldeo.columbia.edu
2. Caress failed to work with Dan Suchman to define trackable milestones in the next couple days.

3. Bill Kirkwood will be primary contact with Reson.

4. Reson has shipped the receive head.

a. Empty weight is now 23.2 kg (previously reported as 25.2 kg).

b. Filled with 6 l of flourinert, the unit weighed 32.8 kg.

c. Anticipating possible questions: the measurements were performed by different people. The consensus is that the latest figures are correct, and that the unit will weigh less filled with castor oil and electronics. The current estimate on final weight is 28.9 kg.
5. Hans has contacted Wayne at Reson. We need to provide a spec document to define the functionality of the 6046 software to be delivered with the preliminary sonar electronics in December. Hans will email this to Wayne this week.

6. Faring splice issues on both nose and tail

a. The nose faring joints are a little rough –ME tech Mike Parker will be smoothing it out. This is probably a cosmetic issue only. We will perform a lifting test as soon as possible to make sure the bond is ok.

b. Bluefin is worried that the faring splice on the tail won’t be good – will be having a meeting tomorrow. Sam is our contact – he is now head of manufacturing at Bluefin since Beth left.

7. We have $25K left unencumbered in the budget – we think that this will be about right to finish off the purchases.

8. Bluefin has not yet given us a delivery date on the last 2 kWhr battery.

9. Steve Etchemendy approved having Robert Furhmann help us by doing the MVC sphere internals. He is quite busy but will help as able. Robert has given us the existing drawings and the already built components.

a. Make sure that we use new drawing numbers on any drawings for this project. So make a new drawing number when we start from other projects’ drawings.

10. Tail

a. Foam will be delivered by December 19.

b. The price for the foam will be “adjusted”.

11. Nose

a. Nose foam will arrive next week.

12. Section carts almost done – two in use now.

13. Midsection 

a. Being assembled (futzed) now. 

14. Rich is working on acoustic modem integration.

a. Obtained relevant code from Bluefin

15. Acoustic modem hardware

a. The acoustics hardware runs pretty hot – there will be heat sinking to consider in the MVC installation.

b. Draws a lot of current – Hans and Sib looking to Paul McGill for help in running these off backup lithium batteries.

16. Sib is working on the design of the MVC power.

17. Bluefin has been offered the last three weeks of February for vehicle testing. They wanted January, but we can’t move our testing schedule without delaying shipping the sonar components back to Reson for final integration.

18. Navigation

a. Rob is working on navigation and control software.

b. Drew found bug in existing (same) code on the DMO vehicle.

c. The stack is mvc-mb.shore.mbari.org

19. Need to order miscellaneous hardware (screws, etc.) The group needs to pull together an order for everything we  need. Let Hans now what you need this week.

