Mapping AUV Project Meeting

2 December 2003

Attending:

Dave Caress, Mark Sibenac, Hans Thomas, Rob McEwen,  Andy Hamilton, Bill Kirkwood,

1. Mechanical build underway.

a. Looking good.

b. Lift point beam not yet done because we don’t know exactly where to put it for balancing. Want to make it adjustable to accommodate changes in the vehicle. Andy will make best guess now, and we can adjust it later if necessary.

2. Bluefin battery issues.

a. Bill has been communicating with Bluefin regarding the delivery of working 2 kWhr batteries.  Bluefin wanted to deliver 3 kWhr batteries, but our nose is designed for 2 kWhr batteries. We need to have working batteries for testing in January (we have the Zephyr from Jan 15-Feb 6).

b. Need to change battery cables too. The existing cables are too short for the mapping vehicle J-box, and are made of neoprene that is breaking down in the oil. Hans will give Bill our specific requirements for batteries suitable for testing in January.

3. Ventana integration issues.

a. No major technical issues. McGill needs to finalize cable lengths. Parts to be ordered this week. 

b. Detail design of pressure housing to be done by Dale Graves, if possible.

4. Shipping Edgetech stuff to Reson

a. Our stuff is at Edgetech and should ship to Reson today.

5. MVC & Benthos spheres

a. Second sphere to be pressure tested today. Both should ship by Friday.

b. Carolyn is working on the frame for the MVC.

c. Brackets for inside MVC not yet in shop for modification – Hans.

6. Other Tail components.

a. Bluefin burn wires seem to be covered in plastic – is this really going to work or do we have to strip each wire. Will ask Bluefin.

b. All brackets outside the MVC are in shop – not sure about current status.

c. Still waiting on tail faring from Bluefin. Hans will inquire.

7. Nose foam – hasn’t shipped from CRP yet. Andy will inquire.

8. Software and sensor integration.

a. Stack talking with acoustic modem and fastcat, but not much else yet.

b. Power board concept done – Sib finishing schematics and layout –starting test.

9. High need items:

a. The wet cabling lengths need to be defined and cables built – three week lead time. Priority for this week.

10. It’s now looking like we will need some additional money for connectors etc after all. Bill will see Mike Pinto regarding the possibility of shifting money from the AUV Docking Project to Seafloor Mapping. 

