Fig6 – Tail Section
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The tail section holds the main vehicle computer, navigation sensors, and motion control systems. The main vehicle computer, housed inside of a glass pressure vessel, performs guidance and control calculations while following mission scripts and compiling sensor measurements. Measurements from an attitude/heading/reference sensor along with a Doppler velocimeter logger are filtered together in software to aid in vehicle navigation. Commands for elevator/rudder angles and propeller speed are sent from the main vehicle computer to the tailcone controller. Microcontrollers and motor amplifiers turn those commands into movements of the duct and propeller. A junction box and joining ring combine this modular section to another modular section forward of it.

