Text for general release (more detailed information will be coming out on project mailing list):
The MSE/MOOS team returned Sunday from a Western Flyer/Tiburon maintenance trip to the Shepard Meander observatory site 50nm west of Pt. Sur.
The objectives were to deploy the upper water column and benthic vertical profilers, connect the benthic profiler to the Axis BIN (instrument node), replace the Shelf BIN with upgraded firmware and software and upgrade the software on all remaining nodes - to give us the telemetry performance upgrade needed to bring back all of the experiments data.
In spite of the rough conditions, on reaching the site the upper water column and benthic profilers were deployed without incident. After the upper water column profiler was deployed radio communications with the mooring were established between the two systems and data began to be downloaded from the profiler. The system software was also upgraded on all accessible nodes. When conditions improved the fully instrumented Shelf BIN was installed using Tiburon and the vertical elevator. The Shelf BIN powered up and the next BIN 2.7 kilometers away, the Axis BIN, was also powered up via the Shelf BIN.
The Axis BIN ran normally for 40 minutes until an overcurrent on the 375 volt feed from the Shelf BIN to the Axis BIN caused a circuit breaker trip. To begin to evaluate the source of this problem the ROV revisited the Shelf BIN and replaced the fully instrumented Bin with the spare BIN. Numerous subsequent attempts to restart the Axis BIN and ROV use of the loop-back test connector have confirmed that we have an electrical short circuit in the connectors or cables past the Shelf BIN. 

The spare Shelf BIN is in place and working normally and the power system protected the rest of the MSE system from the electrical fault - as it was designed to do. Unfortunately, the spare Shelf BIN that is now in place only carries a small subset of sensors. Until this fault is located and rectified we will not be able to power up the Axis BIN, nor will we be collecting most of the intended measurements at the shelf site. Because the ROV-mateable underwater connectors were cycled, they are a prime suspect at this time, however until we revisit the site and check the other end of the cable to the Axis BIN we do not have enough information to determine the exact location or cause of the fault.

The McLane was not plugged into the Axis BIN pending resolution of the electrical fault.
