IV. FIRST FIELD TESTS

A. Over the Side Tests

The MVP was first tested off of a small 65-ft research vessel while anchored in Monterey Bay.  A series of tests were completed that confirmed the operation of the profiler and the design goals.  The neutral trim of the profiler was adjusted using small ballast weights at the surface.  Profile parameters were set (number of casts, interval between casts, and cast duration) and the profiler was attached to a hydro-wire that had a physical stopper placed at approximate XXX meters depth.  The profiler was observed to descend and rise back to the surface according to the programmed parameters.  Downloaded data from a self-contained pressure sensor mounted on the profiler indicates expected operational and performance goals were met (fig XX).  

B. Monterey Bay Deployment

The first short-term mooring deployment of the MVP occurred during August 2000, in Monterey Bay at 36.921N and 122.142W.  The profiler was installed on a 60m sub-surface mooring by divers and recovered with the entire mooring using the research vessel Pt. Sur.  

