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3.8. Science Data Acquisition

This section describes tests to be done with the LRS and PUP integrated.  These tests will verify the ability to obtain quality Raman spectra with the LRS from a variety of targets which require precision positioning.  All of the tests described below should be performed in both air and water, and should be performed for each of the configurations/orientations described here:

1) Stand-off optic behind dome window in horizontal orientation

2) Stand-off optic behind dome window in vertical (downward-looking) orientation

3) Immersion optic in horizontal orientation

4) Immersion optic in vertical (downward-looking) orientation

3.8.1. Materials needed

A variety of Raman samples are needed – some opaque, some transparent, some thin, some thick.  Only solid samples will be used as they tend to be the most difficult to obtain spectra from, and they are the easiest to use in both air and water.  These samples are:

1) MBARI cube

2) Silicon wafer

3) 2.0 x 2.0 x 0.5 mm diamond plate

4) Thin sheet of Polystyrene (possibly flattened to 0.1 mm thickness)

5) Apophyllite

6) Calcite

7) Marble

8) Basalt

9) Sulphides

Equipment will be needed to hold the sample in the proper position/orientation.  The items in our Newport Opto-Mechanical Components Kit should suit this purpose.  Other items could be manufactured quickly in the model shop.  

Material will be needed to mask some of the samples.  This can be done with standard electrical tape or something similar

3.8.2. Testing procedures

1) Testing gross positioning capabilities

Definition:  This will test the ability to collect a spectrum from a target at different locations within the 15 x 15 x 15 cm working envelope.

Target:  MBARI cube

Set up:  Position the target at one or more locations within the working envelope of the LRS/PUP

Procedure:  Starting from the “home” position, move the probe head to the target and determine a position for collection of an optimum signal.  The LRS should be in focus mode during positioning.  A spectrum should be collected after the optimum position is determined.  

Recorded Information:  Movement steps (i.e., x-axis 3 cm, z-axis 2 cm, z-axis 0.5 cm, x-axis 1 cm), Optimum position location, Total time for the procedure to be completed, File name of obtained spectrum.

2) Testing the ability to obtain spectra from an opaque surface

Definition:  This will test the ability to position the focus point of the LRS to within 0.2-0.5 mm of an opaque surface.

Target:  Silicon wafer

Set up:  Position the target at some point within the working envelope of the LRS/PUP, and oriented perpendicular to the laser beam (e.g., position the silicon wafer horizontally for the probe head in the vertical position).

Procedure:  Starting from the “home” position, move the probe head to the target and determine a position for collection of an optimum signal.  The LRS should be in focus mode during positioning.  A spectrum should be collected after the optimum position is determined.  

Recorded Information:  Movement steps (i.e., x-axis 3 cm, z-axis 2 cm, z-axis 0.5 cm, x-axis 1 cm), Optimum position location, Total time for the procedure to be completed, File name of obtained spectrum.

3) Testing the ability to profile an object

Definition:  This will test the ability to collect a spectrum from a number of points along or across a target.

Target:  Diamond plate, thin polystyrene sheet

Set up:  Position the target near the center of the working envelope of the LRS/PUP, and oriented perpendicular to the laser beam (e.g., position the diamond plate horizontally for the probe head in the vertical position).

Procedure:  Starting from the “home” position, move the probe head to the target.  Collect a spectrum at discreet points while profiling the target.  For the diamond plate, the profile should run across the diamond (as shown) with spectra obtained every 0.5 mm.

For the thin polystyrene sheet, the profile should run through the sheet (as shown) with spectra obtained every 0.1 mm.

Recorded Information:  Increments of movement, Total time for the procedure to be completed, File names of obtained spectra.

4) Testing the ability to return to a spot within 1 mm

Definition:  This will test the positional repeatability of the PUP.

Target:  Silicon wafer masked to expose a 1 x 1 mm area

Set up:  Position the target near one corner of the working envelope of the LRS/PUP

Procedure:  Starting from the “home” position, move the probe head to the center of the target and determine a position for collection of an optimum signal.  The LRS should be in focus mode during positioning.  A spectrum should be collected after the optimum position is determined.  Each axis should then be moved half of its total range of motion.  Return to the original postion, note the location of the beam on the target, and obtain a spectra.  Once again move the probe head away by moving each axis one third of its range two times (i.e. x-axis 5 cm, z-axis 5 cm, x-axis 5 cm, z-axis 5 cm).  Return to the original postion, note the location of the beam on the target, and obtain a spectra.

Recorded Information:  Movement steps, Optimum position location, Return locations, Total time for each repeatability test, File names of obtained spectra.

5) Testing the ability to obtain spectra from natural samples

Definition:  This will test the ability to collect a spectrum from a natural target at different locations within the 15 x 15 x 15 cm working envelope.

Target:  Apophyllite, Calcite, Marble, Basalt, Sulphides

Set up:  Position the target at the or more locations within the working envelope of the LRS/PUP

Procedure:  Starting from the “home” position, move the probe head to the target and determine a position for collection of an optimum signal.  The LRS should be in focus mode during positioning.  A spectrum should be collected after the optimum position is determined.  

Profiles can also be run across samples.

Recorded Information: Optimum position location, Total time for the procedure to be completed, File name of obtained spectrum.

6) Testing the ability to sample a thin interface – optional

Definition:  This will test the ability to collect spectra across an interface.  This is an optional test.

 Target:  Oil and water (or some similar liquid interface)

The Set up, Procedure, and Recorded information items are the same as for part (3) Testing the ability to profile an object.
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