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Abstract- The Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) has developed and deployed a laser Raman spectrometer system named DORISS (Deep Ocean Raman In-Situ Spectrometer) for measurements in the deep ocean. Quality spectra have been obtained of standards carried to the seafloor. The next stage of this development involves the ability to obtain spectra from natural targets of interest in the deep ocean and to maximize signal return from the sample. To accomplish maximum signal return the DORISS probe head must be properly positioned with respect to the sample. This is in contrast to laboratory work in which the sample is precisely positioned with respect to the probe head. This requirement has been the driver for a new device, the Precision Underwater Positioning system (PUP).

The positioning system has strict requirements for motion about the target. The DORISS requires very exact and repeatable motions with positional accuracies in the 1 mm range over a large workspace. The device must also let the user see where they are focusing, be able to move without disturbing the base position, and to stay stable over a variety of terrains. The system must also adapt to two separate power systems. The PUP system also has the requirement of returning relative position from a known home position once set in place. The device also has several operational constraints that impacted the design and operation of the system.

This paper outlines the science drivers, the operational considerations, and the engineering trades that were made to build the first two stages of the PUP. The test results of this system are also included demonstrating the device’s actual performance against the specifications. In conclusion the paper outlines the next tasks and the direction the program is taking to fulfill the complete precision underwater positioning system requirements.

I. INTRODUCTION

Oceanographic science is in a constant struggle to bring the latest technology available to bear on the interesting problems of the world's deep oceans. These efforts lead to ever increasing requirements for increased capability and precision. Previously oceanographic applications for high precision motion on the order of 1 mm or less were not treated as a general requirement. When precision of that magnitude was required at fine resolutions custom devices were made as part of the instrument and usually not as an independent piece of equipment. The Precision Underwater Positioner (PUP) is an ROV deployable, stand-alone system capable of yielding precise motion to a series of devices that fit within specific limits of weight, size, and power. PUP is specifically designed to satisfy requirements derived from several of the newest instruments under development at the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI), but one device is recognized as the main driver.  

The PUP system, although intended to address a series of instruments, has been developed under a key instrumentation program (DORISS – Deep Ocean Raman In-Situ Spectrometer) for in-situ laser Raman spectroscopy [Raman EOS reference].  Due to the small laser spot size (on the order of tens of millimeters) and focal depth (~0.3-3 mm) of the DORISS system, high precision movements and stability are required to collect Raman data from solid, opaque objects in-situ. The DORISS requirements for accuracy, resolution, and repeatability were found to be much more difficult than requirements from other intended uses, such as in-situ microscopic cameras, and were thus the driving factors in the development of the PUP system.

PUP is a 5 degree of freedom mechanical positioning stage for in-situ instruments. PUP is primarily intended for optical devices that are researching fine scale and microscopic conditions. However, the PUP system is not limited to optical devices alone. PUP is also an instrumented platform that gives the user feedback on position of the selected focal point. PUP also allows for uneven surface deployment and for deployment on slopes of a limited angular range. Although the full-up PUP system is not complete due to resource constraints, the designs and most of the parts are in-place to add complete functionality in the next iteration.  As of this writing the PUP system has tilt sensing, video feedback, crossing lasers for visual feedback, remote lighting, and two of the 5 axes along with the supporting electronics for all axes. 

       II. FUNCTIONAL REQUIREMENTS

The PUP should be an ROV-deployable platform that can mount a sensor head (up to 30 kg) in either a horizontal or vertical orientation, and move it with a precision of 0.1 mm  within a range of 15-20 cm in each axis. The performance specifications are listed in Table 1.  

General requirements:

1. Shall be capable of operating in stand-alone mode (in air or water) for in-lab use and testing

2. Shall be deployed on the seafloor by an ROV

3. Shall maintain stability over full range of motion

3.1. Shall accommodate uneven ocean floor (e.g. slopes up to 30 degrees)

3.2. Shall accommodate a variety of seafloor surfaces (e.g., rocks, sediment, mud)

4. Shall accommodate a sensor head in either the horizontal or vertical orientation

5. Shall be placed in the appropriate location (with the sensor head facing the target) and such that the target is within the operational work space of the sensor head by the ROV manipulator

5.1. Shall be capable of positioning the sensor head to obtain data from free standing structures (e.g., rock walls, hydrothermal chimneys) and objects on or beneath the seafloor (e.g., bacterial mats, sediment pore waters)

5.2. Shall be capable of positioning the laser beam normal to some optimal plane associated with the target

6. Shall have one external camera mounted to the sensor mount for positioning

6.1. Shall have external lighting

6.2. Shall have two crossing lasers for positioning reference 

7. Shall be controlled by a shipboard scientist

7.1. Shall have a user interface software capable of  control and display

7.2. Shall have position feedback

7.3. Shall have dual speed positioning

8. May accommodate other (non-LRS) sensors

8.1. May accommodate serial instruments

Table 1.  Performance Requirements

Minimum position travel of the beam spot 
15 cm

Maximum travel increment of the beam spot
0.1 mm

Maximum time to travel full range 
1 minute

Relative precision 
0.1 mm

Relative accuracy
1 mm

Pan and tilt range (for either horizontal or vertical orientation)
+/-45 degrees

Maximum sensor weight allowed on mounting surface (in air)
30 kg

Maximum sensor size allowed on mounting surface
60 x 20 x 20 cm

Maximum weight of complete system (in air)
100 kg

Maximum stowed size
122 cm W x 61 cm H x 61 cm D

Maximum available drawer space for stowage
61 cm W x 30 cm H x 91 cm D

Input power
240 VDC, 5 kW  (Tiburon)

110 VAC, 2 kW  (Ventana)

Operating depth
4000 m

Operating temperature   (ambient)
0 to 50 degrees C

Operating current   (water velocity)
0 to 0.5 knots

III. CONCEPT OF OPERATION
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IV. SYSTEM SPECIFICATION

 Modified system drawings and engineering details added to the functional specification. 
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V. SYSTEM BUILD

Deployment of the system from MBARI’s ROV’s is necessary for placing the PUP & LRS system near a target measurement site. The use of these vehicles places a severe restriction on the overall system weight, the in water weight of the system and the deployed package size. 

There are essentially two weight requirements that must be adhered to for the system to work. The first is an “in-air” requirement that is a maximum weight restriction that is limited by the weight that the ship crane can safely handle which is_______kg. The second is the “in-water” weight restriction that is determined by the ROV payload carrying capacity, which for this project is 100kg. The package size is controlled by the vehicle deployment capability which is larger determined by the structural support area in front of the vehicle defined as the porch.

The vehicle payload capacity was the driver for the pressure housing design which is required to be the main power and control interface back to the vehicle and from the vehicle to the support ship. In addition the pressure housing also needs to accommodate the electronics package. The electronics components include the power amplifier the servo controls, environmental sensors. The final selection for the main pressure housing was a Borosilicate glass instrument housing manufactured by Benthos. The glass housing provides adequate structural integrity, it is depth rated to 22,000 feet and it met weight restrictions, weighing in at 39 lbs. in air.

Early trade studies for motion components that would meet the system specifications resulted in the selection of an electric linear actuator that was modified for deep-water operations. A Company named Exlar manufactures the actuator selected. The Exlar actuator utilizes a specially designed roller screw that converts electric motor power to linear motion. The technology includes planetary rollers on the extending rod that follow a groove machined along the actuators hollow armature. The contact area for this design is larger than comparable ball screws with the result being longer life and the ability to handle heavier loads that can move at higher speeds. The functional requirements defined a catenary horizontal axis which would drive the LRS probe head parallel with the plane determined by the base structures three legs. This requirement required the addition of structural slide ways to accommodate the side load that the linear actuator will see during normal operations. The slides are made from stainless steel and run in plastic ways, which are mounted to the actuator housing. 

The motor technology consists of stator segments each with individual phase wiring that increases efficiency and dissipates heat more efficiently.  In order to transfer heat from the motor the actuator is designed for an oil circulation system, which is used, where high loads or volume rates require it. This system design was modified for deep-water application by using existing seals and flow paths for an oil compensation system and drilling a connection flow path from the resolver housing to the motor housing.  

The application of an oil compensation system allows the actuator assemblies to run at the maximum ambient operating depth of 4000 meters. The oil compensation system uses a Bellofram roller seal and spring force to compensate for the extension and retraction of the Exlar actuator rod. The spring force introduces approximately 6 to 10 psi of pressure over ambient, which insures any oil leakage will move external to the housing and no water ingress into the system will occur. The use of an oil compensation system eliminates the need for large structural housings and therefore the weight is reduced significantly for the system. Because the system is filled with oil a resolver was used for control feedback in place of the typical encoder. 

VI. SYSTEM TESTING

The concept for the linear slide way was prototyped and tested in the laboratory to verify performance and functionality. These tests simulated the extension parameters as set in the functional requirements and the load requirement set by the probe head housing assembly.

Lab tests were conducted on actuator sub-assembly’s to verify that system requirements could be met. Results from testing showed that the as delivered actuator performed better than required. Deflection tests Fig XX show deflection of XX at extension of 15cm the worst case condition. 

System tests in air were conducted for repeatability and incremental position. Four point tests were administered for horizontal travel of 0cm, 5cm, 10cm, 15cm at each of these positions the load of 9.07 kg was applied and position and deflection data was recorded. 

Preliminary underwater testing was conducted in the 10-meter salt-water test tank at MBARI. The assembly as seen in Fig XX was outfitted with a dial indicator for measuring vertical axis movement and a scale attached to a sub-plate for measuring horizontal axis data.

VII. CONCLUSIONS

Oceanographic measurements of the deep ocean were once done by brute force and bulk analyses.  Dredges pulled seafloor rocks to the surface.  Niskin bottles captured large volumes of deep water for shipboard and shore based analyses.  These methods succeeded in providing general knowledge of the seafloor and deep ocean by bringing samples of interest to the shipboard scientists.  

The advent new deep submergence technologies give oceanographers the ability to make more detailed studies of finer structures in the ocean.  Manned and unmanned submersible give scientists a presence in the ocean.  Cameras allow small targets of interest to be seen, and robotic manipulators give scientists a means of collecting and analyzing those targets.  This presence in the ocean has created a need for more elegant instrumentation to perform detailed analyses in situ.  In turn, this has created a need for precise positioning of such instrumentation.

Laser Raman spectrometry shows great promise as a deep ocean analysis technique for a variety of targets (solids, liquids, gases) and a variety of disciplines (e.g., chemistry, mineralogy, biology).  However, a precision positioning is necessary to obtain quality Raman spectra from solid, opaque targets on the seafloor.  The PUP will meet the positioning requirements of the DORISS system and will be of use to a number of other new analyses techniques with similar positioning requirements.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS


The DORISS and PUP instrument programs are supported by the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. Significant contribution to DORISS and PUP were also made by the following collaborators: Jill Pasteris of Washington University, and consultant Martin Lee of US Stepper. 

REFERENCES

[1]
Raman EOS reference:  Brewer, P. G., J. D. Pasteris, G. E. Malby, E. T. Peltzer, S. N. White, J. Freeman, B. Wopenka, M. Brown, D. Cline, Laser Raman spectroscopy used to study the ocean at 3600 m depth, Eos Trans. AGU, v. 83, no. 42, 469-470, 2002.






















MTS 0-933957-28-9 (12 pt.)



