TECHNICAL COUNCIL PROPOSAL REVIEW FORM

Proposal Number: 906026

Proposal Title: Asset Configuration and Tracking Consolidation




Principle Investigator: Kevin Gomes

BRIEF SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:

Build a coordinated solution for entering, editing, and updating information on instrument deployment and configuration for MBARI systems, including SSDS, Operations (Paul Coenen’s Database), BOG and LOBO.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF OVERALL REVIEW:

This modest proposal addresses an important problem at MBARI, namely keeping track of the deployment and configuration of instruments on different platforms at MBARI. The proposed work is to understand all the current systems and then design and implement coordinated / consolidated interfaces to feed existing systems. 

INDIVIDUAL CRITERIA FINDINGS

Technical Merit

Strengths: The proposed work leverages the investment in SSDS to handle instrument and asset tracking and information. It reaches out to legacy systems (Paul Coenen’s Database in Operations, BOG, LOBO) without trying to duplicate information entry or trying to change those working systems. When successful, the project would enable QC tasks by enabling ready access to information on calibration and asset history. This project will also ensure that complementary databases contain the same information, and allow efficient generation of metadata. The technical approach is sound.

Weaknesses: The proposal does not address any commercial or open systems to address the problem. An analysis of any existing external systems (in addition to the internal systems) could be beneficial to the project.

Comments/Recommendations: none.

Relevance to MBARI

Strengths: The technology is a good fit to the staff expertise, and addresses real articulated operational problems. The approach is sufficiently general that it might be of interest to the larger community. The proposal is timely, with SSDS coming on line operationally, and asset management on-going in the legacy time series systems. 

Weaknesses: none.

Comments/Recommendations: none.

