Frederick Sonnichsen wrote:

> Ben

>   I work with Andy Maffei at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute. Over a 

> year ago we purchased 4 LanForge devices from Candela. These appear to 

> have 100 ether ports and 1000LX optical ports. We are testing maximum 

> bandwidth utilization on our optical designs with them.

> > We would like to upgrade to the most recent recommened OS (I think we 

> were at 7.x Linux), and to the more recent LanForge Software. Also we 

> would like to upgrade some of the 100TX ports to 1000, and perhaps, if 

> budget allows, buy a faster unit for this purpose.

> > Could you get in touch with me on the process for upgrades, the costs, 

> if any (don't know if we had/have a contract), the required OS and so 

> forth.

You can upgrade LANforge for you existing machines for free, even though

you are not covered by a support agreement anymore.  The original purchase

price was $7950, so you can be fully covered for support & software upgrades

for another year for $1192 (15%).  That would not include hardware warranties

for your existing systems, however.

Suggested OS:

   RedHat 9 (fully upgraded)

   Install the 2.4.21 kernel for P-III processors available on our

   downloads page.  Or, we have a kernel patch if you wish to build your

   own kernel.

LANforge:

   LANforge 3.7.6 should have everything you need.  Our 4.x feature set is primarily

   concerned with VoIP call generation.

To reach GigE line speeds, you'll need our Armageddon feature, which is a UDP packet

generator that runs as a Linux kernel module.  All our kernel modules are GPL'd open-source,

so you can investigate and/or modify them if you wish.  We can't guarantee functionality

if you do change it though.

Armageddon has the ability to randomize various packet fields including IP addresses,

IP ports, and MAC addresses (send and receive).  This can quickly fill a switch's

lookup tables or stress a router's routing tables which should provide some good worst-case

testing scenarios.

Armageddon licenses for GigE list at: $1750 per connection (pair of ports).  For 100bt,

it is $450.

With regard to passing line speed (or near line speed) GigE, you will need a machine

with at least 64/66 PCI and a good NIC.  I'd suggest Intel e1000 NICs as they are very

fast, not too expensive, and have excellent Linux driver support.  With your machines

and NICs, I would not expect more than about 500Mbps even with Armageddon.

As I mentioned on the phone, I will have a dual processor Xeon system with PCI-X (64/133 PCI)

here tomorrow, and will be doing some burn-in tests for another customer.  I'll do a few quick

tests with Armageddon to see how it performs.  We resell these high-end systems for $3600 each,

and that includes the price of copper GigE NICs.  I'll check the price of Fibre GigE nics to

see if we can do it for the same price or if we have to bump it up a bit.

As a repeat customer, I can offer you 10% off of whatever items your purchase from us.

I use www.rackmountpro.com for a supplier.  You can save some hardware costs by purchasing

the equipment directly from them, but I can't guarantee performance or stability unless

you purchase the hardware through us.  (That said, I expect you would have no problems.)

For an idea of various other configurations and pricing, please check out this page:

http://www.candelatech.com/lanforge/lf_systems.html

and this page of individual prices:

http://www.candelatech.com/private/lf_quote.cgi

Thanks!

Ben

> > Thank You,

> Fritz Sonnichsen

> 508-274-2632

> -- 

Ben Greear 
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