NEPTUNE   UPDATE

· The Engineering Design for NEPTUNE is Largely Completed At This Time.


· The Outcome of the Design is a Set of Detailed Plans From Which the Observatory Can Be Built.


· A Prototype Single Node Is Being Built at This Time, Known as MARS for MBARI


· Canada Released an RFP Over the Last Several Months and Has Selected a Commercial Concern to Build Their Portion.


· NSF Will Likely Fund Further Engineering Work This Year and Next to Fine Tune The Design

