Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI)

7700 Sandholdt Road

Moss Landing, CA 95039

(831) 775-1700

Wednesday, July 26,2002
Commanding Officer
Naval Facilities Engineering Service Center

1100 23rd Avenue

Port Hueneme, CA 93043-4370

Dear Sir;

The Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) is engaged in an undersea engineering project, which involves the design and manufacture of a pressure vessel capable of operating in 3200m of seawater, approximately 4668 psi. We wish to conduct a pressure test of this housing before deploying the system. The test would consist of exposing the housing to an external hydrostatic pressure of 5100 psi for ten cycles.

The first nine cycles shall be ten minutes each in duration at the 5100 psig pressure. The tenth and final pressure cycle shall be one hour in duration at 5100 psig.

We have discussed our proposed test program with Mr. Tom Conley and he has informed us that it is technically feasible and can be accomplished in your 72-inch diameter pressure vessel.

We have investigated the available commercial testing laboratories engaged in this type of work and have determined that there are no facilities available that satisfy our testing requirements.

Therefore, we would like to utilize the services of your Deep Ocean Simulation Facility to conduct the testing of the pressure housings mentioned. The test would require one-day use of the facility on or about June 10, 2003

Sincerely

Jon Erickson

Mechanical Engineer

Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI)

(831) 775-1921

jon@mbari.org

