AVED-VARS XY Annotator Meeting Notes

March 26th, 2003   10:00 a.m.

Attendees: Dan Wilkin, Brian Schlining, and Danelle Cline

Both DW and BW agreed the optional B for collecting the (x,y) position is a better approach and would be more readily accepted by the video annotators. 

BS suggested to consider how many slots actually left in lab computers for additional video card installation.

DC will first view the VARS modules on moonjelly through the CVSweb interface before downloading the entire 60MB java source and resource modules for VARS from moonjelly.

Cons against option A were the limited size/resolution of the display and slow frame rate; video annotators would not likely be amenable to this approach.

Ideas discussed regarding the design and interface between the xyannotator and VARS annotation GUI:   

· DW indicated it wouldn’t be too difficult to add another field to the Annotator object for the (x,y) position and store this in the database.

· DW and BS agreed a TCP-IP socket connection between xyannotator and annotation GUI makes sense. A UDP connection is not necessary.

· Details on the protocol for data exchange between xyannotation and the VARS annotation GUI needs to be worked through. Some ideas discussed:

· DW asked whether a xyannotation packet should trigger an annotation event, or vice-versa? 

· DC suggested the xyannotation be conditional on VCR stop and annotation mode (outline or detailed), and the user be able to override this behavior (e.g. disable the (x,y) annotation altogether). 

Ideas discussed on the user interface behavior: 

· What happens when a user clicks an (x,y) on error (e.g. wrong position)?  The interface should allow easy reversal of this action. 

· How will user feedback on the selected position be displayed to the operator? DC suggested a fixed box or circle around selected (x,y) center.  DC suggested image processing to automate the edge detection is problematic in low-luminance images. The user will have to select the center as best as possible. 

