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The authors received three reviews for the paper, and revised the manuscript according to the comments. Every comment from the reviewers was addressed. The major recurring theme from the reviewers was to add more references. Twenty-four more references were added for a total of 47 in the final version. Specific comments regarding more explanation of various topics were addressed with additional relevant text and references.

Reviewer #1 asked for more applications that AUVs could only solve. More applications were called out in Sections 2 and 3. The reviewer asked for more discussion of artificial intelligence which was addressed in Section 4 under Software.

Reviewer #2 thought the paper lacked many key references. Twenty-four references were added to back up the statements made. The reviewers comment on acoustic communications was addressed in the Intro when talking about how UUVs and AUVs are different. The specific mention of REMUS was taken out of the Intro text and replaced with the concept of 9-inch diameter vehicles. More discussion of how the environment affects acoustic communication was added in the technical section.

Reviewer #3 asked to see many more references, which were added. “Mid-Ocean Ridge surveys” was changed to “Geophysical surveys” in every occurrence to be more broad. All acronyms were expanded. The reviewer asked for clarification on the assumptions of what large/medium/small and extended operations meant. The words were changed so no assumptions are necessary to understand what is written. More discussion was added in the Payload section. More information was given about capabilities of new control schemes in the Software section.

