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In 2005, the AUV Docking team proposes to build a dock for the ALTEX AUV. Testing of the docking system in Monterey Bay shallow waters will occur in 2005 after sufficient testing in the MBARI test tank. Assuming the ALTEX AUV is operating in good condition at the end of 2004, it will be the primary vehicle for sea trials with the docking system, although we propose that the AUV elements for docking could be transferred to other AUVs with minimal effort. A demonstration goal of autonomous docking, recharging, and deployment from a scientist in his MBARI office will be the achieved in 2005. This may coincide with the MOOS Experiment, but will probably not be in deep waters.

The docking effort is expected to require many resources in terms of Zephyr time, engineering time, and DMO AUV Group support. A detailed budget will be available in the Phase I proposal.

