Although many AUVs are currently equipped with a wide array of sensors, underway instrument readings alone are not always sufficient to investigate important science questions.  Many applications require a sample of water for analysis. The AUV Gulper, a new payload in development at the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute, is designed to acquire multiple large-volume water samples aboard the AUV.

Individual samplers have been tested on MBARI’s ROVs and AUVs. Testing of the integrated Gulper payload will begin in fall of 2006.
