Benthic Rover Project Meeting 

18May06

Attending:

Paul McGill, Rich Henthorn, Andrew Chase, Doug Pargett

1. Tank test days (prob in early June, need to be scheduled)

a. Now scheduled for week of 5-7 July.

2. Mechanical

a. Jon is picking up the first Ti sphere from Tapemation today.

b. Pressure test at Port Hueneme is Thu and Fri of next week. (Jun 1st and 2nd) Spheres must be ready to go by Wed around noon.

c. One of the propulsion motors is making strange noises – needs to be investigated.

d. Doug is working on the first drop weight. Rover will be 150 lbs. neg on bottom and 100 lbs. Pos after drop. Need a weight that is 250 lbs. wet.

3. Electrical

a. Tom has finished wiring the e-sphere. Awaiting software for testing of wiring.

b. Almost all Seacon connectors have shipped. Only the molded cables have yet to ship.

c. Test wiring harnesses for motors are finished and tested.

d. Deck power supply is on order from stock – should arrive next week.

e. Cheri is working on the deck test cables for power and comms.

f. Alkaline battery packs have shipped – should arrive next week.

4. Software

a. Kernel runs but has problems (e.g. can’t telnet)

b. Rich is working on serial board configuration – four ports aren’t working, but four are! Suspect misplaced jumper.

c. We should get some Brent’s time dedicated to this, perhaps a couple hours each day next week. Or possible Mike Risi?

d. Andrew is working on FSI current meter issues, such as a low-power sampling scheme.

e. We will want to use checksums on all motor control comms.  Andrew will investigate.

f. Relay drivers are done.

g. Andrew is out next week.

5. Program management

a. No new items

6. July 10th and 11th Lobos/Ventana cruise

a. Test tank scheduled for previous week.

7. August 3rd thru August 20th Atlantis/Alvin cruise

a. Test proto Rover on NSF cruise

i. Must have

1. Rover chassis capable of moving under its own power

2. Acoustic drop weight system

3. Recovery system (spar buoy, strobes, beacons, etc)

ii. Should try to have

1. Acoustic or short-range wi-fi connection to Rover from Atlantis or Alvin

8. Oct 30th, 31st Lobos/Ventana cruise

a. Test MARS-ready Rover in preparation for Dec deployment

i. Must have

1. Everything…

9. Dec 18th, 19th Lobos/Ventana cruise

a. Deploy Rover on MARS

i. Must have

1. Everything…

