Benthic Rover Project Meeting 

21Jun06

Attending:

Paul McGill, Rich Henthorn, Alana Sherman, Doug Pargett, Andrew Chase

What needs to be done to get the Rover in the Test Tank next week? We need to move the Rover to the Tank on Monday, have it on deck for DOST on Tuesday, and test in the Tank Wednesday through Friday.

1. Mechanical

a. We need to order more burn wires from Benthos. (Paul)

b. Doug, Johnny, and Jim will get the Acoustic Modem, Current Meter, and Motor Controllers mounted on their brackets.

c. Johnny will comp the Propulsion Motors and the Motor Controllers. The Motor Controller brackets need some mods.

d. Doug will finish the internal chassis for the Battery Sphere.

e. The pole for the Spar buoy is MIA, Jim is tracking it down. The Spar bouy will be ready for the Tank test. We need to discuss with the ship’s crew how to lift the Rover out of the water.

f. We need to mount the rest of the flotation

g. We’ll do Rover weight and trim on Tuesday in the Tank. (Johnny and Doug)

h. We’ll drop a weight in the tank. The Drop Weight needs to be prepared and we need to buy 12-inch climbing slings to loop through the Drop Weight bail (Doug).

i. We need to rig the emergency Drop Weight lanyards. Mike Conway can help with this.

2. Electrical

a. Alana and Paul will wire the Battery Sphere.

b. We need to re-wire the MVC sphere. (Alana, Tom, Paul)

c. We need to test the deck cables that Cheri built. (Alana)

d. We need to buy some frickin’ tape. (Alana)

e. And other stuff that only Alana knows…

3. Software

a. The serial ports on the Connecttech serial I/O board are finally showing up when the Technologic kernel boots. We’ll deploy with this setup next week with Minicom to talk out the ports to the Relay Board, the Motor Controllers, the Current Meter, and the Acoustic Modem.

b. We need to ask Benthos if the burn wire can be triggered through the modem’s serial port, instead of just acoustically. We’d like to do a complete drop weight test in the Tank. (Paul)

c. All software issues for the test deployment should be resolved by Friday.

4. Program management

5. Test tank dives

a. Scheduled for 26th thru 30th June.

b. We can borrow a long cable from AUV group for in-tank comms.

6. July 10th and 11th Lobos/Ventana cruise

a. Precruise meeting w/ crew on June 21st.

7. August 3rd thru August 20th Atlantis/Alvin cruise

a. Test proto Rover on NSF cruise

i. Must have

1. Rover chassis capable of moving under its own power

2. Acoustic drop weight system

3. Recovery system (spar buoy, strobes, beacons, etc)

ii. Should try to have

1. Acoustic or short-range wi-fi connection to Rover from Atlantis or Alvin

8. Oct 30th, 31st Lobos/Ventana cruise

a. Test MARS-ready Rover in preparation for Dec deployment

i. Must have

1. Everything…

9. Dec 18th, 19th Lobos/Ventana cruise

a. Deploy Rover on MARS

i. Must have

1. Everything…

