Benthic Rover Project Meeting 

15Nov07

Attending: Rich Henthorn, Brett Hobson, Paul McGill, Brian Kieft

a) Load Controller

a) Fired-up successfully

b) Proto-2 (PCB version)

c) Brian can work on LC for remaining time in year (give or take)

d) Nov 26th Plan

a. Transit to Smooth Ridge site

b. Use Ranger to position ship over Rover

c. Put acoustic modem over the side and determine Rover status – see Greg

d. Launch ROV to find (Homer 26) and observe Rover (comp levels, etc)

e. Inspect visible Rover track from previous 15 days

f. Issue command to burn wire

g. Observe Rover “lift-off”

h. ROV recovers drop-weight

i. Recover ROV

j. Recover Rover

k. Return to MBARI

e) Future deployments

a. Software

i. “Friendlier” method for starting missions (for Smith Lab techs)

ii. Need interactive interface for driving around MARS node

iii. get Rover a static ip

b. Mechanical:

i. We need to make at least one more drop weight by next October

c. Electrical

i. Order new camera with regular lighting and use bright light for TetherCam – TBD, Brett

ii. Measure energy required for 1 mission- Paul will estimate based on spreadsheet calcs - TBD

d. Other:

i. Fluorescence imagining: 

1. Alana choose clips to be digitized (ProjectLibrary\900502.BenthicRover\Rover.Images\Rover.Video)

2. Paul will average the images and remove blue channel

ii. Tank testing:

1. Set reasonable current limits (for racks)

f) Project Management

a. We need to spend our money by the year end, here is our current shopping list:

i. Transit camera – Brett

ii. Strobe - Brett

1. Look into Insite makes Ti housed strobes- they make them, waiting for a quote from Tom @ Insite, but it is ~76W-s, (Nikon SB800)

iii. Light bar material 

iv. Spare tread – quote is slowly coming

v. Paul verified that the SIIM housing is paid for by MARS extension cable project

vi. Seacon connectors -Paul

vii. Ti fasteners- does Brett have a list? Yes! Need to work on order

viii. Wetlabs fluorometer – Jake on NSF money, hold off until NSF money

ix. Ti sphere with no connector holes – working on quote, waiting for reply

x. Flourometry system

xi. Batteries –Jake

xii. New pumps for purging – ordered and received. Done!

xiii. Ultrasound- Brett, Paul will contact Kevin for notes

xiv. Cleaning brush motors and arms – Brett, Johnny

b. Rover Permits

i. Paul will submit report to Mandy after Nov dives

g) Dive days:

a. Nov 26, and one floating day if needed

h) 2008 Ship time

a. Request change May 29-30 to Aug 5-6 – Granted

b. Request change June 17-18 to sometime Sept or later – Best available dates right now are Nov 4-5

