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HEATHER HASSEL-FINNEGAN
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hhassel1@swarthmore.edu


January 23, 2014
Dear Selection Committee,

I am writing to recommend Iris Fang for your program. Iris’s coursework in Cellular and Molecular Biology, Organismal Biology, Anatomy, Invertebrate Biology, and Cell Biology have prepared her theoretically for work as a research assistant. Her position as a teaching assistant for intermediate level courses has helped her hone her interests and skills. Her goal in applying to your program is to gain additional practical, hands-on, research experience.

I have known Iris for 4 years in my role as a Laboratory Instructor in both Introductory Biology and Intermediate courses.  All of the biology courses at Swarthmore College include a laboratory component of at least three hours per week.  Our laboratory exercises focus both on learning bench/field techniques and on using the appropriate statistical tests to analyze the data collected during experiments.  All of Iris’ Intermediate courses required independently designed and executed laboratory projects.  In the laboratory setting, Iris has shown herself to be successful working with students from a variety of backgrounds and skill levels. She was assigned to a particularly challenging group in her Cell Biology course, and managed to navigate complex personality and procedural conflicts with adeptness.  She would be an asset to any program where students collaborate to achieve their goals, because she hits the perfect balance between assertiveness and cooperativeness.   

She proved herself to be an exemplary writer from start to finish.  I found that her laboratory reports were particularly well organized and researched. She had a knack for story telling that made her papers a breeze to read and grade.  This skill can only come from both a mastery of the material and an attention to detail when writing.  Something that especially stood out about Iris was her desire to improve as a writer. She valued feedback about her work and spent considerable time honing her papers throughout the writing process.  
It has been a pleasure to see Iris grow during her years at Swarthmore College.  As a freshman, she was extremely shy.  But, over the intervening years she has found her voice, recognized her potential for leadership amongst her peers, and excelled as a student.  She enjoys a challenge, and has a knack for solving complicated theoretical puzzles.  And, importantly she has found opportunities to pursue her interests and hobbies outside of science.  She is active in the campus community and runs a small business.  She is truly a well-rounded student who enjoys life, works hard, and embraces learning opportunities.
It is my sincere belief that Iris will benefit from working with such experienced professionals as she gains the skills necessary to advance her career. 





Sincerely,





Heather Hassel-Finnegan





Heather Hassel-Finnegan

500 COLLEGE AVENUE,  SWARTHMORE,  PENNSYLVANIA  19081-1397


