FOCE Mtg Minutes 
Feb 25, 2008 

Attendees: Peter Brewer, Ed Peltzer, Peter Walz, Jim Barry, Zhang Xin, Chad Kecy, Bob Herlien, Keith Hester, Jim Scholfield, Bill Kirkwood
Quick notes on update from last week (Feb 18th):

1. As everyone knows Mexico is off for this year at least. The cruise will be discussed by science and any future decisions are TBD. 

2. Everyone on the team had made progress, Farley was in touch with Support Engineering and they are aware of drawings coming. Chad had worked with the techs and connector orders are placed, hardware is coming in. Bob brought up the PC104 stack and the use of Linux Slackware as their OS. He is going to try Debian and give us something more credible for the future. 

Current Mtg Notes:

1. Mars did not deploy today due to weather. Zhang will be here in the morning to go out tomorrow with the Lobos for the deployment hopefully. 

2. Farley is out for a few days with family, he’ll return hopefully before the weekend. 

3. Jim S gave an update on the mechanicals and showed a model of the “wings” for loop delay time. Per Jim Farley has made similar progress on the center section and drawings are not too far from being created. 

a. Jim borrowed a motor housing from Dale G for the tank testing of the fans and motor power. It was stated that with only a few minor changes we should be in good shape for tank tests. Jim has a Pittman that will imitate the Maxon motors we are going to use in the actual application to egt the power budget verified. 

b. Chad is looking at fitting the controller board in the motor housings with Jim. 

c. The test setup parts are all ordered. Bill asked about a simple test plan to be sure we don’t miss anything. Chad stated he would write up something for us so we know we are measuring the right things. 

d. Jim state the majority of the raw stock is in house for making the FOCE body/frame.

4. Chad said the connectors are still a few weeks out but the cables had arrived. Other than that parts are coming in as ordered.

5. Bob has had issues with the PC104 stack and bringing it up with all the components working. He has had each of the various sections working but getting them to work together has proven difficult. He is contact with the vendor and has received some tech support. 

a. Bill asked what the back up plan was to this CPU board. Chad and Bob gave the second choice. Bill asked them to go ahead and purchase one so that it set the date of when we’d abandon the current board. The concern is the PC104 looks like the long lead and in the review others had warned us the Diamond boards were not the easiest to work with. 

6. The junction box purchase was brought up, we are still looking for a quote from the vendor (the same one building the new Tiburon). Jim said he would talk with Dale and see if he could get the quote so we could get them ordered pronto. 

7. The dive schedule was brought up with the JBox concern. Jim Barry said he had dive days in May and he would look into switching possibilities. Bill stated he had discussed schedule with Peter Brewer also and we could at a very late date make changes with our won dive schedules. We could give Zhang Xin the May dives to do some Raman work and we’d take the later dives in July as another possibility. So we have some schedule relief options without upsetting DMO or other researchers. 

8. Ed went over the data analysis of the current and pH from our stand alone package recovered late last year. The images of the data plots are being placed in the 900719_FOCE folder but the bottom line is the average current for over 70% of the time is around 7.5 cm/sec. This gives us a nice margin for most times since we are planning on 10 cm/sec as a system operational parameter. 

a. The pH probes showed some slow drift over the several months of deployment. We discussed the plan of flushing the system on some regular basis (maybe once a day or possible longer periods like a week) to recalibrate the pH probes with the SAMI sensor. 

9. Bill asked if everyone was ready to move the FOCE TempSpace we’ve been using in Alfresco. The consensus was we should get everything into the proper folder and discontinue using the TempSpace. Ed expressed a desire to see things “organized” versus just being dumped in the generalist folder of the TempSpace. Bill and Ed will work on some plan to arrange things. For the moment… all use of TempSpace will end and only 900719_FOCE will be used for any future FOCE activity. 

10. AAAS Boston: Jim Barry and Peter Brewer attended the meeting sessions on Ocean Acidification and said they were very well attended (“packed”). MBARI’s science efforts were highlighted, particularly the biology seemed to get a better representation than in previous meetings (Per Jim B). 

Next Meeting March 3 in the Ships View Conference Room 
