FOCE – Meeting Minutes – March 3, 2008

Attendees: Peter Brewer, Chad Kecy, Keith Hester, Farley Shane, Jim Schofield, Peter Walz, Zhang Xin, Jim Barry, Bill Kirkwood, Ray Thompson

1. Mars Update:

a.  The MARS cable installation failed after operating for about 20 minutes. There isn’t a firm schedule yet for when the repairs will be completed. It will take several months is the first estimate. 

b. We will be reviewing schedule and looking at moving deliverables. 

c. Several of the tasks we are pursuing we should keep up the pace on, tank testing the fan system for example.

d. The group overall responded that several items should be kept on the fore front, such as the computer stack.

2. ME Update:

a. Farley was out last week, this week is recapping things 

b. Will focus on completing the design… concepts are in good shape. We can let drawings into shop but with a more relaxed schedule for delivery. We are not sure what the new delivery needs are but there is no immediate needs we can push for. (Ray said this was good for the shop).

c. Electronics housing is still being worked out with Chad but no problems are anticipated. 

d. Jim S received quotes for J-Boxes. The price given is $15K in US Dollars for 2 J-Boxes. Farley and Jim presented an alternative using the tube type junction box Dale Graves has made in the past. After some discussion the decision was to go with the tube design. Chad stated he would only need one right away for the first deployment. Bill requested that Farley put in for 4 units since the second deployment and the third will both require 2 J-Boxes and we know that now. 

3. Test of Fan Update:

a. Jim S said that the parts are all in.

b. Jim will be building the unit this week using a modified motor housing as mentioned in last weeks minutes.

c. Jim believes he can be close to test ready by next week. He’ll give an update on Monday. 

d. Bill mentioned to Chad that we still need to write up a simple tets plan so we are measuring the right things. 

4. EE Update:

a. Chad is working with Jim on the motor controller

b. Also working with Bob on the computer stack

i. They ordered new computer components in case the current stack continues to be problematic.

c. Next week the instruments and computer will be setup in the SE lab for testing.

d. Bob is out this week at the SE conference

5. Zhang gave an update of his current thinking for pursuing his PhD work. 

6. Papers and Presentations:

a. Bill brought up the pending papers for Oceans in Kobe. Jim Barry has a paper he will present, but doesn’t need anything from the FOCE team since it’s on his system in the wet lab. 

b. Bill will work with Peter Walz on his presentation. Keith Hester will work on the presentation with Peter Brewer for the talk Peter will give. 

c. Bill mentioned the pending conferences in coming year and that folks should start thinking about what they will do to present and where. UT-09 was mentioned for Zhang if he has made enough progress since it is in China and a god venue for him to present his work to peers. 

d. Bill mentioned that discussions with Australia – Heron Island are proceeding and a telecon is planned for 3/5/08 to prep the pre-proposal for the folks in Australia. Peter will sit in on the meeting. 

7. Peter Brewer:

a. Peter gave an update on pending conferences and international congress in Tahiti coming in 2009. 

b. Scientific American has talked with Peter about an article on Ocean Acidification. No commitments yet but it looks like a positive pursuit. 

8. Alfresco:

a. Bill gave a quick review and some pointers on accessing Alfresco through other means. 

b. A demo of disk mounting Alfresco and large file transfers was given. 

c. Ed’s hierarchy of the file system for FOCE was given out showing how the old folder system was cleaned up. 

Pending Action Items: Chad and Bill to write a simple test plan for the motor fan power use measurements in the test tank. 

Next Meeting: Monday March 10, 2008 – Ship’s View Conference Room 

