FOCE Meeting Minutes: March 10, 2008
Attendees: Peter Brewer, Ed Peltzer, Peter Walz, Keith Hester, Zhang Xin, Farley Shane, Chad Kecy, Jim Scholfield, Bill Kirkwood 

1. Update on MARS cable:

a. No schedule for the repair has been set yet

b. ODI has the cable portion that failed and have said it is the receptacle that was responsible. Keith is working on the corrective action for the repair.

c. The group discussed the use of Ventana as a deployment option to test in situ and place the unit near-by the MARS node for installation when the node is working. 

d. Chad is going to look at the power options and what would be required for us to pursue this option (two parallel power systems are one thought).

2. ME Update:

a. Farley was out for most of last week on family matters. No update.

b. Farley is leaving on vacation for 3 weeks at the end of this week. 

c. Bill asked Farley to see him on Thursday and give an update on status then so we can proceed while Farley is out of the office.

3. ME Tech update: 

a. Jim S said all of the parts are in house for the test rig to verify power calcs.

b. Jim designed the mounts for the test setup and says he can manufacture the parts now.

c. Working with Chad, Jim tested the EZ-Servo controller. It failed at pressure. They were told this unit had worked for another company to 2000 meters. Jim took it to 1600 psi (our approx 900 m working depth) and left it to soak. The system was running w/ a motor load. At about 1 hour the unit failed, prior to pressure cycling. Chad’s first look at the board indicated the crystal is likely the failure. 

d. Chad is calling the vendor about the failure and looking at repair options. 

e. Bill mentioned there are other controllers that work to full ocean depth, such as the Elmo. 

f. Chad said there are housings designed by Paul McGill that would solve the problem also. 

4. SE Update:

a. Bob is out sick

b. Chad said the parts for new computer stack are in-house. He will assemble them and work with Bob on getting a working stack. 

5. Ed gave an update on the Alfresco library and the organization he has put in. There is a site template at the top level. Ed asked that folks be careful and use subfolders to clearly delineate where things are and to prevent massive folders where things are all mixed up. 

6. Policy: 

a. Peter Brewer has been requested to give talks on Ocean Acidification in Friday Harbor for the Univ. of Washington and to take a look at their version of in situ experiments. Peter will likely go in May and return in August to see the progression of the experiments. 

b. Peter was also asked to participate in the Pacific Science International Conference to be held in Tahiti in 2009. 

7. Proposals:

a. Bill has been working on the Heron Island FOCE conceptual design as well as the costing. 

b. The concept sketches are in the FOCE library in the Proposals folder. 

c. This has delayed progress on the control system algorithm.

8. Bill reminded everyone that Oceans in KOBE is coming up quick and they should be preparing their materials. 

Next Meeting: Monday March 17, 2008 in the Ship’s View at 10 AM.

