FOCE Mtg Minutes: March 31, 2008

Attendees: Ed Peltzer, Jim Barry, Peter Walz, Keith Hester, Bob Herlien, Chad Kecy, Jim Scholfield, Bill Kirkwood, Zhang Xin & Craig Dawe.
Preliminary notes submitted by Etp3.

1. Mechanical – Jim Schofield
a. Drawings for center section are in shop.

b. Waiting on time estimates.

2. Jim Barry reports that there may be several “international” opportunities for FOCE technology sharing:
a. Sweden.

b. UK.

c. Other.

3. Craig Dawe

a. After considerable discussion it was decided that FOCE should buy a female plug connector so that ROV Ventana could be used to simulate the MARS node.  Plans will now go ahead to have this for the May dive.

b. Update on the MARS repair.  Do to a fortuitous coincidence, we can use the Neptune spare connectors to make repairs; AND there is still the possibility of a cable ship being available early in May.

4. Electrical -- Chad Kecy.

a. There are lots of connectors on the electronics housing: 13.
b. We will need lots of molded connectors hence we will need more molds in order to make all the cables in time for May dive.

c. We will also need cables for bench testing.

5. Software update – Bob Herlein.
a. PC104 board is up and running.
b. Beginning interface board connections and testing.

c. Need pH electrodes for testing.

d. Do not have a SIAM interface for the pH electrodes and it will take too long to write = may have to have manual pH read-out.

