FOCE Mtg: 6/23/2008 and 6/25/2008

Attendees: Peter Walz, Jim Scholfield, Chad Kecy, Bob Herlien, Ed Peltzer, Zhang Xin, Keith Hester, Bill Kirkwood

Purpose: Post Dive discussion and preparation or Board DOEST on 6/24

1. pH probed mods are required to remove electrical effects. Chad has some testing plans with Bob for after the board meeting to trace out the problem. 

2. We’ll isolate the power separately of the pH probes as part of the July 22nd dives. 

3. An idea to try and get better readings form the ADV are to use sound material underneath it in the box. Jim Scholfield will search out possible materials. Bill asked him to be sure any foam in open cell. 

4. Several folks mentioned they couldn’t tell if anything was happening on the video back on shore. Bill asked if it was a good idea to add flow indicators, tattle tails. The group agreed it was a good idea. We’ll add appropriate indicators for the July 22nd dive. 

5. Ed asked if we could make the pumps variable to control pH and fluid use better. Peter Walz will take a look at this and modify the system accordingly. 

6. Bill asked Farley and Jim S to get a feel for the parts in the shop needed for the big build. 

7. Jim S mentioned some ideas he had for better seals at the hinge points. 

8. Bob mentioned he is going on vacation next week. Bill asked him to go over the software with Chad and Peter at a minimum so that testing can continue while he is out of the office. 

9. We’ll move the unit to the tank on Wednesday after the board meeting.

10. We’ll hold a science planning meeting on Wednesday when Peter Brewer can attend. Mention was made by Peter B of bringing others out to sea at some point, possibly Dick Feely or NOAA. 

11. We need to let Ops know the August dives are not 12 hour days since MARS is not functioning. Ed said he would take care of this. 

12. Nortek is being asked to come out and look at our application and data by Peter Walz. Bob wants to be involved to hear if what he is seeing is correct and how we might tune the unit to get better data. 

13. Bill brought up that we need to start thinking about pubs and presentations plus the build of the real Co2 system later in the year. 

We’ll leave things as is until Peter B can be at the meeting. The FOCE toolsled will be presented in the High Bay per management direction. Peter W and Jim will go with Bill and set it up suitably for the tour. (It was pretty much already set up by Peter and Jim). 

6/25/08 – Supplemental meeting on Science planning.  

Additional attendees: Peter Brewer and Farley Shane 

1. Peter reviewed the board meeting and response to our work. Things went very well and the board thought the quick reconfiguration around the MARS issues was a highlight of MBARI and the FOCE team. 

2. Peter talked about the July dives being more focused on longer stable pH changes or .3 pH units. This will take a lot of fluid. Peter Walz will work with the pilots and technicians to figure out how to carry 100 liters or better. 

3. Reviewed the Monday meeting results for Peter and the test tank plans. 

4. Bob and Chad brought up the preliminary testing in the tank and said the motor relationship to the pH probes didn’t show up so far. After reasoning it through we still believe there is a relationship. Chad and Bob are talking with Okuda about his modified probes which we’ll test on the July dives also. 

5. Peter would also like to have an elevator deployed system soon. July was discussed but Bill said it just wasn’t possible. Farley is charged with finding out how soon the shop could deliver the parts to build a full scale system. Once we have that information we’ll discuss a realistic schedule to build and deploy the full scale FOCE. (Jim made mention that assembly would be a huge task and he will need help unless we don’t mind it taking a very long time). 

6. Bill brought up the proposal that we’ll be expected to submit as a carry forward project. Peter discussed an installation off of Hopkins as a good place to start the shallow water testing. The director George Somero was willing to support it as long as we take care of the permits. 

a. Peter and Bill will make a plan and get it back to the group for resource requirements estimates. 

7. Bill mentioned the publications issue again, we want to get this out and maintain MBARI’s leading role. 

Vacations:


Peter Walz – 6/26/08 through most of next week.


Bob Herlien – 6/30/08 thru 7/7/08


Bill Kirkwood – 7/2/08, 7/7/08 thru 7/21/08 

I just checked things and I have 2 Doctors appointments on the 22nd. I hadn’t realized when I made this was a conflict. I’ll talk with Peter about how to best handle this. 

