FOCE Mtg Minutes:      3/9/09

Attendees: etp3, scji, shfa, wape, kecy, zhang, headley, graybeal, 

1. Bill relayed Heron Island trip and the new design concept for the reef based FOCE. The concept new image will be distributed for the group.  

2. Bill passed along impressions from the Pacific Science Inter-congress 2009 meeting. The response to FOCE was very good and lots of interest was generated. The French and several island nations around the south pacific expressed interest and said they would be contacting us further for discussion to understand the FOCE system further. The oddest discussion was with a scientist form CSIRO about a possible FOCE in the Antarctic. 

3. Peter Walz relayed the visit by Dr. Ove Hoegh-Guldberg from the University of Queensland, Australia. Ove was impressed to see the FOCE equipment and how far we’ve come. 

4. Mechanical – Farley 
a. The carbon fiber tubes are repaired and are expected back by the end of the week. 

b. The Ti housing is back form the shop repair of the sealing surface. We are waiting on the helium tester being repaired to certify it for service. 

c. Working on the housing internal racks for electronics with Chad. 

d. The new connector manifolds are expected in next week.

e. Ti pieces for manifold mounting are in, welding will be done by Larry Bird. 

f. Material sample for CO2 storage at the FOCE site are coming in. Testing will have them soak in liquid CO2 and then check them against original properties. 

5. Electrical – Chad 

a. Working on the wiring and internals with Farley

b. Test cables are being made up

c. Parts are arriving

i. New environmental board 

ii. Thermistors

iii. Elmo motor controller, should be ready to run this week

d. CO2 system is next

e. Hall effects for fans ordered, 6-8 week delivery

f. Ordered J-Box parts, will get other parts in for Fab

i. New J-Box plates with new terminal strips

6. ME Tech – Jim 

a. Magnetic coupling in the shop

b. New comp systems in shop but are lower priority, we don’t need them immediately. All the hardware is ordered however. 

c. Moving ahead with the build of the second FOCE frame

7. Software – Kent

a. New CPU hooked up and running linux

b. Elmo motor controller driver ready for test

c. Thom Maughin pH sensor protocol ready for John to integrate into a SIAM driver. Puck protocol for the inductive connector status wasn’t clear, we need Thom to find out. 

d. Analog pH sensor drivers are separated for PUCK, SIAM to SSDS connectivity. John has the code tested and is ready for the digital pH protocol next. 

8. Peter Walz – reminder we are shooting for May 20th as the target date for a FOCE deployment and being back on MARS. 

Meeting next week – 10 AM, Ships View conference room 

