Dear Marcia and Doug,


We thank both of you so very much for supporting the development of the Lagrangian sediment trap (LST). We wanted to share with you our success in deploying the LST under a large iceberg (32 km long and 6 km wide).  During the 3-day transit at 600 m depth, the LST collected a considerable amount of sinking particulate matter, including krill and fish fecal pellets, krill exuviae, and diatoms. This is the first time that particulate export, presumed high in organic carbon, has been measured beneath an iceberg and exhibits the huge potential of these ice masses in carbon export within the Southern Ocean. We are now set to deploy a set of LSTs at the next iceberg site within the next day or so to continue our unprecedented study. 

Thank you again for all the engineering support and your patience during the development of the LST. In addition to the publishable results from this cruise, we are confident this technology can be adapted for use in the Monterey Bay region.

Sincerely,

Alana, Paul and Ken

