August 4, 2010,

Review of: Imaging and sampling beneath free drifting icebergs with a remotely operated vehicle, by Brett Hobson and others. 
To be included in a special issue of Deep Sea Research on Antarctic icebergs
This paper gives a complete description of the Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) that was used for three field seasons in Antarctica to obtain unique biological, chemical and physical measurements near icebergs.  The text describes the ROV operating capabilities and the modifications to the ROV necessary to obtain the various measurements and the problems associated with operating near icebergs.  The summary of the deployments and the brief discussion of results will clearly be useful to the authors of the other chapters as they compose their chapters.  I recommend publishing this paper in the special edition, and I am particularly struck by Figure 4, it should be the cover of the issue or at least a full page frontispiece. 
Specific comments:

Abstract: The Abstract could end with a “teaser” that gives the number of dives that took place and key results or how the data was used.

Introduction:  

Line 8 - The reference to Huppert & Josberger is missing in the reference section. 

Line 22 – Observations were not made “in” the ice!

Operational Results:

Lines 18 – 19 – Figure 3 is difficult to read and I do not see the salinity trace.  It should be improved.

Physical Ice Structure:

Line 20 – The Reference to Josberger et al (1981) is missing in the reference section.
Table 2:  Only contains information for 2009, what about a similar table for 2005 and 2008?

