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Project Summary

The Imaging AUV (IAUV) group is progressing with the development of a high resolution, color still image capture capability for the Dorado AUV.  There is a need for an imaging system to bridge between the large-area bathymetric maps generated by MBARI’s Mapping AUV and the relatively small area the ROVs are able to explore.  The IAUV can capture a continuous strip of images 4.5m wide and 18 km long or assemble small photo-mosaics at different locations separated by many miles.  The operations group has been using the IAUV to capture images along a long-running benthic time-series in Monterey Bay that had traditionally been surveyed using the Ventana ROV.  The IAUV development team is currently focused on improving the ability of the 5.3m long AUV to accurately maintain a 3m altitude over progressively rougher terrain.  The IAUV development effort will merge with the new Ocean Imaging Project to develop a hovering AUV that can combine very high-resolution acoustic maps with 3-D stereo imagery. 
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