Benthic Event Detector Update

The Benthic Event Detector project (BEDs) is developing a sensor package that can be deployed in Monterey Canyon to detect the occurrence of large sediment debris flow events.

our analysis/research has shown that any instrument we deploy in the canyon to measure the movement of the sediment has the potential to be buried under sediment, therefore our focus has been on exploring methods to extract data from the instrument without having to recover it.
There are five key questions that are being addressed:

1. when does an event start and stop?

2. Does the seafloor flow as a slab or does it become a dense turbulent fluid?

3. How thick is the active layer?

