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Dive Objective: Six-week deployment of SES at MARS. Depth is approximately 900 m with SES sitting on bottom. There is no mooring string and drop-weight release is manual (ROV) only. Battery sphere is one-half full (two packs) so controller doesn’t reset during MARS power interruptions.
Deployment Date: ___________

Recovery Date: ___________

Person performing topside checklist: 
_____________

Pre-deployment:

1. Install SES battery shorting plug and deck comms cable.

2. Establish reliable comms with SES through deck comms cable.

3. Turn on acoustic modem.

4. Run syntax check on mission code.

5. Run predive test program and verify correct operation of the following systems:

a. Turntable rotates

b. Fluorometer returns data

c. External LED lights

d. Internal LED lights

e. Camera returns images

6. Check imaging chambers compensation water level.

7. Inspect all water hoses and fitting for damage and leaks.

8. Check that Drop Weight is installed properly and free to drop.

9. HomerPro channel number: ___________

10. HomerPro battery expiration date: ___________

11. Activate Strobe, VHF Beacon, and Argos beacon, noting Beacon frequency and Argos ID, and verifying VHF Beacon operation with VHF receiver.

a. Beacon frequency: ___________ MHz
b. Argos ID: _____________

12. Start SES deployment software, noting time of program start: ____________ PDT
13. Unplug Rover deck comms cable and install dummy plug in its place.

14. Check all cable connectors and dummies installed and tight.

15. Check for tools left on and in SES frame.

16. Remove SES hold-down straps.

Deployment:

17. Deploy SES, noting exact time and position of launch.

a. SES launch time: ____________ PDT

b. Latitude: _____________deg

c. Longitude: _____________deg

d. Depth: _____________ meters
Recovery:

18. Lower transponder for Benthos Deck Box into water after notifying bridge, or use through-hull system in ROV control room.
19. Transmit enable and release codes for one Benthos Release.
20. Record time that drop weight is released: ___________ PDT

21. Record time that Spar Buoy appears on surface: ___________ PDT

22. Recover Spar Buoy.

23. Deactivate VHF Beacon and Strobe.

24. Recover float string and SES, noting time that SES is on deck: ___________ PDT
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