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Paul McGill
MBARI
7700 Sandholdt Rd
Moss Landing, CA 95039

April 13, 2016
Dear Editor,
[bookmark: _GoBack]We wish to submit a new manuscript titled “Sedimentation Event Sensor: new ocean instrument for in-situ imaging and fluorometry of sinking particulate matter” for consideration by Limnology and Oceanography Methods. 
In this paper, we report on the design, deployment and initial results of a new type of sediment trap, the Sedimentation Event Sensor (SES). The SES takes images and analyses fluorescence of sinking particulate matter in situ. It provides an option for measurements at higher sampling frequency and longer deployment duration than traditional sequencing sediment traps. The paper should be of interest to readers in the areas of imaging and analysis of sinking particulate matter in the ocean. We have been contacted by multiple research organizations interested in duplicating the SES, as well as by McLane Research Laboratories. Given this interest expressed by the research community, we are anxious to get SES design details and preliminary science results out to the research community, and feel that L & O Methods is the best vehicle to do that.
Author contributions are as follows: Conceived of instrument: KLS; designed instrument hardware, electronics, and software: PRM, RGH, LEB, DVK with input from KLS; Performed testing: PRM, RGH, LEB, DVK, CLH. Analyzed data: PRM, CLH. Contributed reagents/materials/analysis tools: KLS. Wrote the paper: PRG with input from RGH, LEB, DVK, CLH, KLS.
We confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere nor is this or similar work currently under consideration for publication elsewhere. This manuscript contributes to the broad portfolio of research papers on deep-sea carbon cycling at Station M, published by members of our working group. 
As preferred reviewers we suggest:
· George Jackson, Texas A&M University, gjackson@tamu.edu
· Veron Asper, University of Southern Mississippi, vernon.asper@usm.edu
· Colleen Durkin, Moss Landing Marine Laboratories, cdurkin@mlml.calstate.edu
· Wilford Gardner, Texas A&M University, wgardner@ocean.tamu.edu
· Sus Honjo, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, shonjo@whoi.edu 
As non-preferred reviewers we list:
· Jim Bishop, University of California, Berkeley, jkbishop@berkeley.edu
· Phoebe Lam, University of California, Santa Cruz, pjlam@ucsc.edu
· Ken Buesseler, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, kbuesseler@whoi.edu 
Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript.
Sincerely,
Paul McGill
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