Table 1. Quantitative transects. For ROV dive number, T indicates ROV Tiburon and D for ROV Doc Ricketts. The bin column denotes the number of 20 m2 subsamples. Note that in February 2009, ROV navigation quality did not allow the transect to be reliably subsampled. We observed substantial detritus on the seafloor during three periods. 

	Year
	Date
	ROV Dive
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Combined transect area (m2)
	#Bins

	2006
	Dec
	T1067
	1120
	056

	2007
	Feb
	T1077, 1080 
	220
	011

	2007
	June
	*T1094
	80
	004

	2007
	Sept
	*T1141, 1143
	420
	021

	2009
	Feb
	D008
	1560
	001

	2011
	May
	D230, 231, 232
	4500
	225

	2011
	Nov
	D321, 323, 324
	2640
	132

	2012
	June
	+D403
	400
	020

	2012
	Nov
	D442, 443 
	2600
	130

	
	
	
	
	


* phytodetrital aggregates present  +dead/dying pelagic salps present 
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