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Project summary

The MiniROV project began in 2011 with the purpose of developing a portable, low cost, 1,000 meter inspection class ROV system for the purpose of providing MBARI a compact fly-away ROV capable of operating on ships of opportunity around the world.  In June of 2012, after only 18 months of development, the MiniROV was completed, and the vehicle system was shipped off to Canada for its first scientific expedition. In 2013, after a very successful field program, the project team focused on improving and adding capability to the core ROV system. By June of 2013, when the vehicle was shipped off for a second expedition, the following upgrades were completed: the addition of a five-function manipulator arm, improvements to the core vehicle (including the addition of more serial ports for future instrumentation), and the construction of a dedicated control room van. The dedicated control room, which is housed in a ten-foot shipping container, makes shipping the ROV system much easier and also allows the crew to begin operations very quickly on a new vessel. In September of 2013, the MiniROV returned to the Arctic for another successful scientific expedition. During 12 days of science operations, the MiniROV completed 17 dives. In 2014, the project team will continue to improve the system and increase its functionality to serve a wide range of science operations.

Figures  

Place all figures into the tempbox, including anything you might have embedded in your Word document. Provide captions here for all figures.

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1� (a) The MiniROV being deployed in the Beaufort Sea. (b) ROV pilots use the new manipulator arm to collect rocks on the sea floor.








