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Response to the management team feedback
(MT feedback in italic, responses below)

General Comments: 
The management team is pleased to see that your conversations about integrating the time series programs are continuing. The focus on essential variables seems fruitful. How do your choices compare to the essential variables selected for Marine Protected Area monitoring? Does the overall effort contribute to the goals of the Marine Biodiversity Observation Network (MBON) project? 
We are keeping track (and participating in the selection) of the Essential Ocean Variables (EOVs) and Essential Biodiversity Variables (EBVs) being developed by the international marine community including IOOS. Our variables are similar to those being discussed by these groups. The ITS effort will directly contribute to the MBON project by providing information on the Monterey Bay ecosystem. In the meantime, biodiversity indices developed as part of the MBON project are being incorporated into the ITS framework.
The case study on the 1997-98 El Niño in relation to what is expected this year and next is intriguing. 

For Phase 2 please address the following: 
Additional details related to proposed technology development would be useful; as presently written, the listed activities are vague. 
The goals for the technology development for 2016 are to refine the combined data set that is being developed in 2015. As the ITS meetings progress, there will be more exploration of different ways of analyzing and presenting the data. Monique will be taking that input and performing more analysis and visualization with the overall goal of characterizing ecosystem linkages and carbon flux in the ocean. As each iteration of this discussion-analysis cycle happens, the core combined data system will need to change to accommodate these updates. Most of the engineering time asked for in this ITS project is to change the core data storage, query and access system to support these analyses. Because the nature of this work will be in large part a response to the discussions and analysis work, it is difficult to characterize the exact work to be done yet. The hours requested for the ITS development work are in large part a placeholder for expected work that is still to be defined. While the amount of work that will be performed is somewhat unknown, the development cycle will be as follows:
1. Group will meet to discuss data collection methods, analysis results and future analysis
2. Monique will work to refine analysis of the three time series data sets
3. Kevin will take Monique's work and refine the core data storage mechanism (database), the query system and any standard analysis visualizations in the combined data system
Brett Hobson is oversubscribed so his time should be removed from this project. 
Done.
