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Project summary
MBARI supports three time-series projects that span the water column from the surface ocean and midwater to the seafloor in one of the most productive and economically important areas of the world ocean. The common thread connecting these projects is the cycling of food, organic carbon, from its production by phytoplankton in surface waters to its ultimate sequestration on the sea floor.  The three MBARI studies, when combined, will provide an unprecedented time-series data-set – including a historical context – to track organic carbon production and utilization throughout the ocean, allowing us to interpret the impact of global warming on the oceanic carbon cycle. The team developed a plan to integrate the data from the three time series, both technically and scientifically, and began discussions on how to reduce the cost of conducting these time-series studies while increasing the temporal resolution of the data.
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