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[bookmark: _GoBack]MBARI supports three time-series projects that span the water column from the surface ocean and midwater to the deep seafloor in one of the most productive and economically important areas of the world ocean. The goal of this project is to integrate the information from the three time series, both technically and scientifically. This provides an opportunity to track the flow of energy and organic carbon, including production and utilization, through the water column to the seafloor as well as determining climate-driven ecosystem changes. 2016 was focused on El Niño as the team collected data from the major 2015-16 El Niño event and revisited the impact of the 1997-98 El Niño on our local ecosystems. While El Niño’s effect on physics is clear, identifying its biological consequences is challenged by biological patchiness and the lagged and non-linear nature of ecosystem response to environmental changes. Work related to defining ecosystem status and integrating ecosystem data into a common repository was continued.
