[bookmark: _GoBack]My name is Matt Kemp. I am a principal investigator at MBARI and the Director of the Persistence Lab.  MBARI is a 503(c) focused on marine science and technology.

In January 2018, MBARI started a collaboration with OceanComm aimed at testing their high-speed underwater communication technology at sea. Transferring large datasets through water could enable coordinated multi-vehicle, multi-scale ocean process monitoring, i.e. it could transform ocean science.  

The results of the tests exceeded expectations. In view of this, MBARI management recently committed funds that will extend MBARI's participation through at least December 2019.

I have seen multiple claims of high-speed acoustic communication, and this is the first time I see technology that actually holds up to the promise. This, combined with the high quality of OceanComm's engineering team and their dedication to the technology, is the reasons why I strongly endorse their application for the Neptune award.
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