We have carefully evaluated your proposal in comparison to other vendors submissions as well as the cost and technical risk of designing and building the housing in-house.
We were very happy to see that you had retained Paul Remijan, as we have worked with him before and have great respect for his work. This gave us the confidence that the optical design of your proposal would be first rate.
We did however also receive equally competitive proposals from alternate vendors and have decided not to accept your proposal.
The final decision was very difficult, the three most competitive bids all had similar pricing and it came down to who had the most previous experience with large dome ports and complex relay optical design in the deep sea. In addition, our preferred vendor provided a well-organized development and qualification plan that increased our confidence in a successful technical outcome.
I know it’s a lot of work to put these proposals together and I really appreciate your submission and our subsequent follow up conversations on some of the details.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Feel free to call me and discuss any of this.
Best regards,
Mark Chaffey

