By mid-year, the Packard Foundation typically provides us with firm budget guidance for the coming calendar year. Given the global economic downturn due to impacts of COVID-19, the Foundation has not yet provided us with a 2021 budget target. Funding levels for 2021 may not be known until Phase 1 proposal reviews are well underway, and certainty may not be known until late this year if economic instability persists. Given that possibility, project teams should carefully consider and prioritize their work plans knowing that balancing the 2021 budget may require fast-response, cost-saving measures very late in the review process, even after Phase 2 reviews are completed. Identifying “fallback” options early in the 2021 planning process would be greatly appreciated, particularly if project leads are submitting multiple project proposals.
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Thank you for submitting this abstract—this is a very exciting project. Please continue to work through the IP issues with Keith Berets to negotiate our license agreement for use of this technology. Once you feel an acceptable solution is at hand for moving forward with the NG license agreement, or if problems arise in finding such a solution, please contact Doug Au, Basilio, and Chris Scholin. We look forward to reviewing your proposal.
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