We study mechanisms that determine how much carbon is stored in the deep ocean. Carbon in the deep sea is especially important to quantify because it represents longer term sequestration from the atmosphere compared to carbon in the surface ocean. Your research project will use hourly time-lapse images taken on the abyssal seafloor to measure how different sources of organic carbon (mainly phytodetritus, which is big globs of dead phytoplankton) degrade over time, and which animals might be eating this food.
