What do the sediment trap samples look like?
The sediment trap samples are in 50 ml falcon tubes and centrifuge tubes in the -20 freezers in the lab, and the -80 in the freezer farm. I'd put some time toward grouping tubes from each deployment ("Pulse") into little plastic freezer boxes (red = 600 mab, blue = 50 mab to the extent that those colors were available, though red ones were hard to find for a while), but never finished or mapped this organization.  Some have gone missing over the years for various reasons.  When samples are in boxes, boxes should be labeled according to what's inside. Only sediment trap archive samples are in those red and blue boxes.

Written codes on the tubes are:
P## (1-74): this refers to the "Pulse" (cruise) number. Sometimes if I was crunched for time there's no P before the #.
50 or 600: trap depth above bottom (when written, mab = meters above bottom)
# (1-21): Cup #
a fraction: this is the split quantity (usually 1/8)
M or P = "microscopy" or "pigments". Back in the day the lab hoped to run microscopy or pigment analysis on these splits, so separate splits were taken for these uses. There's no difference in treatment of these samples. You can consider them replicates. In theory each there should be one of each of these splits for every sediment trap cups. Use the P sub-sample when available.

A,B,C, # of #, etc. are for splits with enormous quantity, where there was more than one centrifuge/tube per 1/8th split. These were generally used during big pulse events. In my early days at MBARI I was especially rushed and stressed to finish processing these, so was not good at keeping records of which cups were spread out across multiple split tubes. The best way to know how many of those existed for each cup is to do a freezer inventory (or if they're in the plastic boxes, they should all be there).

What else is in the freezers?
Whirl paks or falcon tubes of pyrosomes or sediment. They will be labeled as such. For example they will have a code for the ROV, date, or depth. They will not have a 50 or 600 mab code. We also have oyster shells and wood from an old project. Those are soon to be tossed to make room for other things.

What this archive needs:
1) Comprehensive map and inventory of samples in there. 
2) Finish putting tubes in color coded plastic freezer boxes (we have more blue boxes ready to fold and go, but I think no more red ones)
3) Jake used to close off pigment samples with parafilm instead of a solid top. I started swapping that crappy system with lids, which were in short supply for a while. We have some in the drawers in the lab in case you come across old samples that still don't have a lid.
4) As you use samples, please keep track of which sample split (codes written on the tube, or a picture of the sample tube) and how much you took from each tube.
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